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Folio Fifty-Five 

Poems 1080 – 1099  

1080  Light of Risen Glory    * 

1081  “To God Be the Glory !” 

1082  How Gracious Is Our God 

1083  “We’ve Come Back Home” 

1084  The Seven Depthings of a Life-Truth 

1085  Valuing the Past, Present, and Future 

1086  Co-Sharing Jesus, Risen and Ascended 

1087  Bonds of Love 

1088  Declaration of Union 

1089  Life from Light 

1090  The Evolution of Our Identity 

1091  The Seven Depthings of Love 

1092  Bathe Us in Your Wondrous Light   *  

1093  Drawn Beyond 

1094  Swept Up into the Light 

1095  The Wellspring of All Blessings 

1096  Two Times of Grace, Become One 

1097  Singing Our Heart-Song 

1098  The Beauty of Love 

1099  Beauty Dwells, Without, and Within 

*Meant to be sung. 
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Poem 1080   

Light of Risen Glory   * 1 

 

Light of Risen Glory ! 

Wondrous Easter Lord ! 

Shine within our hearts 

… Now op’ning to Your Light ! 

 

Draw us all together 

Within Your Paschal heart 

… Op’ning to Your Abba 

So we become Your kin ! 

 

Ascended Son of Glory ! 

Within Your Abba’s arms 

… Wedding all that’s human 

To all that is Divine ! 

 

Fill us with Your Spirit ! 

O Paschal Light of Love ! 

Brother us as Family : 

Your Fellowship Divine ! 

_________________________________ 

1 Poem 1080, Year 14 of Prayer Ministry, Wooloowin Community, July 2012. 

*Meant to be sung.  The Author’s original words, to Father Andersen’s tune for his hymn, The Exultet. 
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Poem 1081   

“To God, Be the Glory !”  1 

 

 

GOD’S GLORY IS REVEALED –    

  in the AURA of God’s Tri-Personal Being, 

   in the RADIANCE of God’s Presence, 

    in the GLOW of God’s holiness, 

     in the WARMTH of God’s compassion, 

      in the SPLENDOUR of God’s empowering, 

       in the LIGHT of God’s Word . 

 

 

This wondrous glory of God 

Is totally present in the PERSON of Jesus 

        – “ The radiance of the Father’s splendour.”    2 

The Risen and Ascended Jesus radiates glory in all His Being 

– To all humanity, to all creation ! 

 

 

Christ’s glory, in a uniquely PERSONIFYING way, 

Irradiates the Church community, 

Gathering it together, IN His own Person, 

Vitalizing it, through the Spirit of Glory ! 
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Jesus’ Paschal glory becomes wondrously present to us 

– Spangling space and time, 

Like the starlit universe of our nights –  

… Within the EUCHARIST 

… Upon the altar of sacrificial lives. 

Yet its glory is mysteriously CONTAINED, by Love’s Will, 

… Within the sensory limits of the sacramental symbols, 

… Within the familiarity of human selflessness . 

 

While thus visibly veiled, to all but a few ‘heart-friends’ of Jesus, 

It is, in truth, UNVEILED, to many hearts-of-FAITH. 

Indeed, Christ’s Paschal glory 

Is brought to fulfilment, ONLY through the lives 

Of Christened hearts … 

WITNESSING, one to another, 

As “members, one of another”,   3 

Within the “New Creation”, Christ.   4 

 

Our model in witnessing thus, is Paul : 

On Paul’s journey of sanctioned righteous anger, to Damascus, 

The “dazzling” glory of “Jesus the Nazarene”   5 

Personally overwhelmed him, 

Blinding him, 

Transforming him 

– So as to give God “the glory, 

In the Church, and in Christ Jesus”.   6 
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For us, as for Paul 

Immersion in this light of the “ New Creation”, 

Confirms us in our Christian identity and destiny 

– Radicalizing our humanity, 

So we identify as Jesus’ “co-heirs” !   7 

As Sons and daughters of Jesus’ own Father of Love, 

We share in Christ Ascended’s divine nature 

… Enveloped by His Spirit of Glory ! 

 

 

In lives, configured to that of Christ, 

We seek to suffer in Christ’s name 

– To have OUR suffering, “which completes the sufferings of Christ,”   8 

Transformed by the Spirit 

From “glory into glory”,   9 

So as to “glorify God”.   10 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

1 Poem 1081, Year 14 of Prayer Ministry, Wooloowin Community, July 2012. 

2 Heb 1:3  3 Eph 4:25 (N.R.S.V.)  4 2 Cor 5:17  5 Acts 22:11,8  6 Eph 3:21 7 Rom 8:17 

8 Col 1:24 (N.R.S.V.)  9 2 Cor 3:18  10 Jn 21:18 
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Poem 1082    

How Gracious Is Our God !   1
 

 

While grace is the gift of God alone, 

God eternally gives but ONE gift 

The SON – of His gracious love. 

This giving of the Son embodies all other gifts 

Such that the giver is Grace, 

The receiver is Graced, 

And the various gifts 

… The overflow of graciousness ! 

Truly … how gracious is our God ! 

 

Because God is the One who fathers, 

And delights in fashioning gifts for His children, 

His grace is the love of a parent : 

Love’s grace creates sons and daughters ! 

 

Mirroring the Love-Life of the Trinity, 

This grace of God 

Looks for fellowship and communion. 

It creates ENCOUNTERS 

Between the Divine Lover and those loved into Life : 

Introducing them, into the Life of the Son of Love 

… Into the Life, breathed forth in the Spirit of Love. 
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Thus Grace is the Loving Presence of God 

… Dwelling within, vitalizing and re-vitalizing our spirits. 

It is an utterly unmerited Gift. 

Grace is thus perceived only by faith 

– Yet faith itself is the fruit of grace ! 

Thus, in each person, grace, not effort, is the life-source 

Of transformation 

– Eliciting the co-operation of each recipient 

For its own receptivity ! 

 

Indeed, grace initiates and accompanies 

That responsive love 

Which we generate, and express, to God and to others. 

Wondrously, grace weds all our human efforts TOGETHER  

… Causing our endeavours 

To bear fruit, communally . 

 

Reflecting the sheer graciousness of God, 

Grace ever increases and overflows ; 

It ‘radiates’ all whom its light AWAKENS 

– Causing them to ‘irradiate’ others, in turn. 

Thus, in a repentant sinner, the God of Love 

Makes “grace superabound, where sin had multiplied”  2 

Thus, Abba, “filled with the superabundance of Your heart, 

You make them drink of the torrents of Your delights”!   3 

In the face of such an outpouring of God’s graciousness, 
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The EUCHARIST ALONE 

Expresses the heartfelt thanks that overwhelms us 

… The God of Thanks responding to the God of Grace! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

1 Poem 1082, Monthly Retreat, Marian Valley, July 2012. 

2 Rom 5:15   3 Ps 36:8ff  
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Poem 1083    

“We’ve Come Back Home !”   1 

O Crucified Brother, 

Accompany us, shoulder to shoulder, 

Heart to our hearts, 

Up the hillsides of struggle, 

Down the gullies of suffering, 

Along Your pilgrim way of self-sacrifice, 

To the cross-road of Destiny : 

To choose, or not to choose 

– Your Identity, as Homecoming Son ! 

 

O Luminous Loveliness, Father of depthless tenderness! 

Unveil Your face of welcome 

– The open-hearted beauty of Your Love –  

To the yearned-for arrival of Your Beloved, Jesus Ascending 

…  So that, in Him, in Your arms, our hearts CATCH FIRE, 

That our en-Spirited lives, ever after, open wide in invitation 

… So ALL feel included at Your Banquet of Life ! 

 

Flame, Spirit-Flame ! Draw us, poor in spirit 

–All who KNOW our need of Love – 

To the camp-fire of Your encompassing Fellowship 

… To feel Your enveloping warmth 

… To know we’ve arrived back HOME, 

Home to Three Fiery Hearts 

– Ablaze as One ! 

___________________________ 

1 Poem 1083, Monthly Retreat, Marian Valley, July 2012. 
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Poem 1084    

The Seven Depthings of a Life-Truth   1 

 

Our initial encounter with a possible ‘life-truth’  

–A truth that directly shapes the evolution of our life – 

 truth that directly shapes the evolution of our life –  

Is to become aware of it … 

Then to open to it, to regard it, 

Mostly in a simple holistic way . 

In thus considering it, ‘objectively’, 

We hold it, LIGHTLY, within our intellect . 

At this first depth, it offers many possibilities . 

 

.______________. 

 

Our next, somewhat deeper encounter 

Is to engage, and ponder, this truth : 

To under-stand, and fathom it . 

While still treating it objectively, 

Our mind especially teases out its key aspects . 

By now, we are usually able to consider it 

As functionally useful to us, 

And thus store it in our memory, for later use … or not . 

 

._______________. 
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The third depthing of a ‘life-truth’ 

Is to comprehend how it RELATES 

To our self-knowledge 

And to our, and others’ relationships . 

Thus, we seek 

To compare, to contrast it ; 

To examine the whole, its parts, and its context ; 

And to discern its VALUE … as a core, or, derivative truth . 

As a value, is it internalized, at this stage ? 

Barely : it is A truth, but not as yet, a ‘life-truth’. 

This is so, because it is our “I”, the light of our reasoning, 

That has been doing the processing, so far ; 

Our “I” has taken the initiative 

Based on its own assumptions . 

It is, if we are not quite sensitive to the Spirit, 

An effort-based process 

Where grace seems to have limited presence . 

.______________. 

Thus, on entering into the next, or fourth, depthing of a ‘life-truth’, 

A qualitative shift needs to happen . 

We need to ALLOW Jesus, 

Who declares “I AM the truth”,   2 

To take the initiative, 

DRAWING us … to The Truth 

Dwelling within us . 
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Thus it needs to be “We” 

– Jesus, His Spirit and us –  

And not just “I”, who now explore the truth, TOGETHER . 

We, in Christ, collaborate with His Spirit of Truth, 

Being drawn from “grace unto grace”.   3 

We now begin to internalize and personalize this truth : 

The once objective truth begins to be transformed 

Into a subjective, inner, ‘life-truth’. 

 

Slowly … sometimes over months, even years, 

This truth is drawn ever INWARDS, 

Becoming ever more real, purer . 

With grace emerging within grace, 

The Spirit CLARIFIES the truth within, 

So that it becomes a medium for DIVINE LIGHT, 

Yet still … more translucent, than transparent . 

This allows us at times, to see, glowing within it 

… A brighter truth, 

And, possibly within that, another, still brighter . 

At this depthing, ours are but fleeting glimpses 

Of this clarifying activity of the Spirit . 

 

The Spirit offers this gift 

Of an ever more authentic truth 

… Prompting us …  
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Through our conversations, or our reading, or our praying , 

But, most powerfully through the Word of God, 

And, most especially, WITHIN the Eucharist . 

 

As truth gives way to deeper truth, 

We are given ‘new eyes’, to gaze upon it . 

In so doing, the Spirit brings the truth 

Into clearer and clearer FOCUS 

– Rendering it more transparent, 

Transforming it, into a perspective of the HEART … 

Engendering awe and thankfulness ! 

 

This focussing itself, is a grace, 

And thus cannot be summoned by us 

Through effort or will ; 

Life comes to focus, FOR us 

– Within such truth –  

Only AS A GIFT, 

Drawing us into intimate union with Christ, in the Spirit, 

And for the purposes, loved into us … 

By the Father of All Truth . 

 

Thus, within this fourth depthing, 

As our discernment acquires clarity, focus, and perspective, 

We begin to learn 

That the truth does not belong to us, 
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But, rather, we belong to The Truth, 

And we begin to receive this truth 

AS OUR OWN 

– A GIFT that vitalizes our consciousness 

And thus, our very lives . 

.____________. 

 

Through the fifth depthing, 

As we are DRAWN ever more deeply within 

… To the One who names Himself “The Light of the world” …   4 

Truth becomes ever more luminous within us . 

With our lives radiant with life-for-others 

– Knowingly or unknowingly –  

We become more spontaneous, 

Ever more free in our truth-telling, and in our truth-living, 

And, especially sensitive … to the light of grace . 

 

Here, The Truth, alive in our hearts, 

Simply chooses, more directly, 

To ILLUMINATE us … 

With insights, and at times with intimate revelations . 

Both of these become truth-lived-for-others, as well : 

 –When we challenge injustice, to right wrongs 

– When compassion moves our humanity into action, 

– When our love weds hearts together . 
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Thus through encounters with others, we are drawn 

– Within The Truth who transforms –  

From a change of mind … 

Into a change of heart ! 

Gradually, under the Spirit’s persuasive influence, 

A truth, once welcomed as an objective idea, 

Becomes a movement of the heart, 

A power in the Spirit, 

Radiating out … to empower others. 

Indeed, the Spirit’s uplifting gift of en-courage-ment 

Urges us bodly to dialogue, to actively include others’ views, 

And dares us to pray ‘Let ALL hearts change’   5 

… Within every contending group or relationship . 

In this way, the truth that ‘we become ourselves through others’   6 

Is a truth, that only comes alive, WITHIN, by living it WITHOUT . 

Thus, what began as a truth in an individual, becomes truth shared , truth- for- others. 

It becomes truth at the heart of relationships , 

… At the heart of community, … at the heart of Church . 

 

This fifth depthing sees the heart’s truth 

Take breath, and become life-enhancing . 

Truth now becomes a lived experience ! 

Herein, we are blest with a settled pattern of the Spirit’s buoying enlightenment 

… Experienced as intimate encouragement . 

.___________. 
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In the sixth depthing of truth, 

The Jesus of Calvary, the Truth of our humanity, 

Draws us into the deeply personal experience 

Of sharing His New Humanity’s Risen consciousness 

 –A consciousness now radically open to Abba’s, in His Ascension . 

Within this consciousness, the Spirit of Passover focuses our gaze –  

On the glorified Crucified Face, of our sinning humanity, 

… Drawing us to experience 

The Ascensional Ecstasy, of our homecoming humanity, 

And the En-Spirited Exhilaration, of our Divinized Humanity ! 

We SEE and EXPERIENCE all this, in Christ the Paschal Truth 

… And what we experience, we become ! 

 

Thus, at last, our truth has found its Home ! 

And like all ‘life-truths’, it is a Paschal truth . 

Having been lodged originally as a simple idea 

Within the consciousness of an individual, 

This ‘life-truth’ returns, on a Paschal journey, 

To the open arms of Abba. 

 

Within Jesus’ Paschal consciousness, 

Shared by many brothers and sisters, 

We journey 

… Through being crucified for the Truth, 

To sharing in the glorious revival of the Truth : 

From its being regarded as vanquished and buried … 
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To the Divine Affirmation of OUR TRUTH 

Whose Time has come 

… This being, The Time of the Spirit ! 

 

Thus, in this sixth depthing of the truth, 

Ours is a gifted TIME of being IN-SPIRED by the Spirit, 

Who breathes into our humanity 

The Breath –  

Of Paschal HOPE … buoying us, with the call of self-sacrifice, 

Of invigorating LIFE … now embodying us in the Person of Christ Risen, 

Of Paschal INTIMACY … surrendering to Abba’s Embrace of our ascended humanity . 

This is our new REALITY :  our new TRUTH ! 

 

 

 

Fired with this experience 

–Of Truth, alive, risen in our hearts, uplifted to Abba, 

And inspired through the Spirit –  

Our overwhelming response is heartfelt thankfulness . 

This thankfulness, as it settles peacefully within our Eastered hearts, 

Fashions our personality, into a profoundly Eucharistic one : 

Wherein, WITH God, we thank God, for God ! 

.____________. 

The seventh, and final, depthing of truth 

Is the Spirit’s crowning gift of the deepest truth of all : 

The Spirit’s revelation of our new IDENTITY and DESTINY, “in Christ”. 
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This brings, with it, two wonderfully enabling gifts 

– Paschal perception and Paschal vision . 

Firstly … our Paschal consciousness deepens immeasurably 

Into the Paschal PERCEPTION 

– Of who we have become : Abba’s Beloved ! 

– And of who we are together : 

A Churched people … one Person in Christ ! 

 

No longer just re-ceptive, but now truly per-ceptive, 

But now truly per-ceptive, 

We are gifted with a new penetrative capacity 

To envisage the many wondrous qualities 

Of our new IDENTITY – as Jesus Ascended ! 

– As Jesus Ascended ! 

… Still walking this earth, through us ! 

Still breathing earth’s air, through us ! 

This perceptiveness is both humanly empathetic, and divinely encompassing 

… Moving us, continually, to Eucharistic praise ! 

Deeper again, and emerging out of this perception, 

Is the unsurpassable gift of Paschal VISION . 

It is a vision that is, firstly, personal 

– Allowing us to behold our INDIVIDUAL DESTINY : 

How each, gifted with the graced forerunner of the beatific vision, 

Beholds, with the eyes of Jesus Ascended, 

The very Face of Love … 
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While being simultaneously overwhelmed 

By the Glorious Outpouring of Love 

… The Spirit of Giving and Receiving ! 

 

Secondly, this Paschal VISION 

Is a vision of our COMMUNAL DESTINY 

… Of being assembled, gathered into one –  

En-Spirited, IN Christ : 

Embodied with Christ’s divinely-human OPENNESS ! 

Enraptured with Abba’s Presence ! 

 

Our communal vision 

Is to behold Who-we-are-together : Christ Ascended ! 

En-Personed as Him … His identity, is ours ! His destiny, ours ! 

Yes … en-Churched as Him, 

We are familied, with Him, 

Within Love’s Fellowship … 

This is our Life-Truth ! 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

1 Poem 1084, Year 14 of Prayer Ministry, Wooloowin Community, July 2012. 

2 Jn 14:6   3 Jn 1:16     4 Jn 8:14       5 Quoted from author’s own work.     6 Quoted from the author’s own work   
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Poem 1085    

Valuing the Past, Present, and Future    1 

 

 

To know your self well, 

Truly value your past ; 

To unite with others well, 

Truly value your future ; 

To be drawn into the Eternal, 

Truly value the present . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

1 Poem 1085, Year 14 of Prayer Ministry, Wooloowin Community, August 2012. 
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Poem 1086      

Co-experiencing Jesus, Risen and Ascended   1 

 

Each of us only realizes our true reality … our destiny, 

When we co-experience Life together 

… IN Christ ! 

In Him, we become wondrously more 

Than the sum of ourselves ! 

We discover, in Him, 

That we surpassingly “belong to each other”!   2 

Only together, IN Jesus Ascended 

… Co-indwelling His glorified spirit … 

Can our humanity be truly enhanced … 

As it is ever-more-radically OPENED to the Divine ! 

 

Indeed, while we become ourselves precisely THROUGH others, 

We do so, surpassingly, WITH these others 

Who, by invitation, co-experience Jesus’ radically open Paschal Person.  

With us ! 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Poem 1086, Year 14 of Prayer Ministry, Wooloowin Community, August 2012. 

2 Rom 12:5 
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Poem 1087     

Bonds of Love   1 

 

 

To be captivated by Jesus 

Is to be His captive : 

Bound to Him 

By the strongest of all bonds 

… Mutual love . 

But, wondrously, it is not our love AND His 

As with a sharing of equals . 

Rather it is the mutual love between His Abba and Himself, 

That is the Love, He invites us to share ! 

He enables us to experience, 

Within His own DIVINELY-HUMAN Paschal Person, 

This Love as uniquely ours ! 

Our Love as uniquely His ! 

… All, within the Embrace of the Father ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

1 Poem 1087, Year 14 of Prayer Ministry, Wooloowin Community, August 2012. 
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Poem 1088       

Declaration of Union   1 

 

 

When we declare our love for each other, 

It is a declaration of interdependence ; 

When we declare our love for God, 

It is a declaration of dependence ; 

When God declares Divine Love for us, 

It is a declaration of UNION … 

And, when God welcomes our love  

– Of COMMUNION ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

1Poem 1088, Year 14 of Prayer Ministry, Wooloowin Community, August 2012. 
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Poem 1089     

Life from Light   1 

 

In the plant world, LIFE arises from LIGHT . 

On evolution’s time-scale, 

LIGHT has sensitized a range of life-less molecules 

To become, firstly, responsive to LIGHT itself … 

Then, over eons of time, positively RECEPTIVE TO LIGHT . 

Some of these molecules, even more wonderfully, became LIGHT-SEEKERS 

And producers of plant energy 

… Such that they have interacted with inert strands of chemical compounds, 

To generate, firstly, miniscule pulses of LIFE, 

And then, in an evolutionary CASCADE of cause and effect 

Engender ever more LIFE 

… And ever more LIGHT-ENERGIZED adaptations and specialisations, 

In an evolving festival of cellular complexity ! 

 

And, AS in the plant world LIGHT give rise to LIFE … 

And, as in the sensate world, light-sensitive tissue gives rise to sight-capable tissue, 

So it is, in the spiritual world, and specifically within our spirits 

… That Divine LIGHT gives rise to Divine LIFE, within us ! 

Thus, responsive to those human beings who are OPEN to what is possible, Divinely, 

The Spirit of “the LIGHT of the world” transforms our human spirits …    2 

Such that the Divine LIGHT of Love, becomes Divine LIFE, within us ! 

Most wondrously … God’s Luminous Indwelling, within us, 

Revitalizes us, with the very LIFE of the Trinity ! 
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Thus it is, that Christ – humanity’s Light – TRANSFORMS AND ELEVATES 

All our ‘plainly human’ spiritual capacities 

To HIS OWN Divinely-human LIVING-OF-THEM ! 

In so doing, He energizes them, with His Divine LIFE  

–LIFE, once again, issuing forth from LIGHT ! 

Thus, through grace, we experience, in His Ascended humanity –  

– FIRSTLY a Divinized capacity 

For discerning … choosing … and being wise, IN Christ the Light ; 

– SECONDLY, a Divinized capacity, with others, 

For deciding together … being creative together … 

And co-experiencing each other, IN His Light ! 

 

Flowing out of this UNION Christ our LIGHT chooses to crown our experience 

With the grace of ENJOYING being loved by, and loving Abba 

… At rest, … in the peace of His Spirit . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

1 Poem 1089, Year 14 of Prayer Ministry, Wooloowin Community, August 2012. 

2 Jn 8:12 
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Poem 1090    

The Evolution of Our Identity   1 

 

Three life energies 

Come together to shape and create 

Our IDENTITY. 

     The most bASIC is our own EMOTIONAL LIFE 

Nourished WITHIN our family, and other communities 

… Very often embedding our core values, 

And continuing to colour all other values we espouse. 

–The most eMPOWERING energy as our life unfolds, 

Is our evolving LIFE-STORY 

… With its people, events, and turning-points … 

Being the key contributor to our ongoing decision-making . 

The most iNTEGRATING is the role of our PERCEIVED DESTINY, 

Drawing the various strands of our life 

Into a variously unified sense of ‘who we are’  

… Our IDENTITY . 

 

Firstly, our multi-sourced and layered emotional life 

Provides ‘the grounding’ for our identity, 

Because, quite literally, our ‘e-motions’  

“Move us, OUT of” ourselves 

… To the world … to OTHERS, 

And, critically, to that Wondrous Other : 

Our lovable God – who, for many, IS their CHOSEN DESTINY ! 
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Yet ironically, it is our e-motions, also, 

Which move us, connect us, to our INNER REALITIES 

… Connecting our body to our mind ; 

Our sub-conscious to our conscious ; 

And, most tellingly, our ‘mundane selves’ to our spirits 

–Which, of their nature, are OPEN TO THE ABSOLUTE 

 … Which, for most, is GOD . 

Every time these emotions of ours 

Are collected, calmed, and co-ordinated 

… By the sub-cerebral amygdala of our brain … 

These now ‘processed’ feelings can colour, energize, or anchor us 

To our deepest reality – our spirit 

… Without necessarily, being intellectually processed, or being subject to our will’s choices ! 

 

Most importantly, in this process, TWO of our emotions 

– The feeling of ‘being free’ and ‘freeing others’  

And the feeling of ‘being loved’ and ‘loving others’ 

Are TRANSFORMED into SPIRITUAL REALITIES ! 

This is wondrously so, in spirits lovingly INDWELT by the Trinity : 

Wherein, Abba, Jesus Ascended, and the Spirit 

Lovingly UPLIFT and DIVINIZE 

These two core human emotions, 

So that, what we feel, THEY experience with us IN Christ ! 
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Indeed, these two feelings allow us to experience, IN Christ, 

God’s own feelings 

– Being free and freeing, being loved and loving 

… As God IS IN Christ ! 

Such transformative, Divine feelings are, obviously, LIMITLESS in their reach 

… For we cannot be “ too free” or “too much loved” . 

Thus, in God’s encompassing, loving Presence … 

These feelings, come to possess an eternal quality ! 

 

Still, like all our e-motions, as we journey OUT of “ the self”  

They humanly evolve and mature : 

–Simply because, they need to be NOURISHED, continually . 

This happens both individually and communally 

–Individually, through friendships, and one-to-one relationships, 

– And communally, through the often deep feelings 

SHARED within the many groups to which we belong . 

These latter feelings – often not consciously sensed – can be under-estimated, 

And thus under-valued in our emotional life . 

We need to become ever more aware 

That both our own, and our group feelings 

Mature together in an empowering symbiosis . 

Indeed, it is essentially, through this symbiosis 

That we imbibe communal VALUES  

… Values which add a truly Christlike character to our sense of IDENTITY . 
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Secondly, our identity’s second life-energy, our own evolving LIFE-STORY 

Involves THE WHOLE PERSON 

– Namely our body, our psyche, our mind, and our spirit –  

Continuously attuning itself 

To the evolving events and people encompassing it . 

This constant ‘ attuning’ happens because our humanity is essentially OSMOTIC, 

Deeply OPEN to the totality of our environs 

… Within which, our sense of who-we-are emerges . 

 

Moreover, Where we are … How we are … Who we’re with … 

Provide the context for this sense of Who-we-are … our identity . 

We not only SENSE our environs, and our companions 

But we intuit them, and spiritualize them . 

In truth, people-wise, we become who-we-are … PRECISELY THROUGH OTHERS . 

We do this, not only through one-to-one relationships, 

But through sharing in the COMMUNAL IDENTITY of various groups 

… The core group, for most, being family . 

Overall it is people and key events 

That act upon our identities 

… To form or deform, to inform, to reform, 

And ultimately, to TRANSFORM THEM . 

Thus, our identities allow us to assert who-we-are WITHIN 

New horizons, atmospherics, and cultures, 

New networks, allegiances, and language styles 

… Through ALL of which “ we live, and move, and have our being”.    2 
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Whether these interfaces be – 

Cityscape, seascape or bushscape 

Sports world, T.V. world or medical world 

Work life, church life or cyber life 

Travelling, volunteering or entertaining 

Partying, studying or shopping 

And for most – friendships and family life 

… All these INTERFACES with people and environs 

Can inspire, limit, liberate or diminish … 

Can fulfil, challenge, restrict or enhance … 

Our evolving IDENTITIES . 

 

Thirdly, we focus on the role of our perceived DESTINY 

As an integrating life-energy for our identity . 

Our sense of our destiny provides our identity with a characteristic orientation . 

Our perceived destiny provides it with a trajectory for all its energies . 

Yet ironically, we need to be mindful that one’s destiny 

–Though there be ambivalence and lack of clarity along the way –  

Is either ACCEPTED AS A GIFT, 

Or, is a self-set goal . 

 

If a GIFT …  

Then Abba, the Giver, clearly desires a relationship with us 

– Lovingly yearning to offer Himself, as the goal for our lives 

… Ultimately offering Himself to us, 

In the very Person of His deeply cherished Son . 
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In the Covenant of Love on Calvary Abba gives us the Paschal Jesus 

As the human exemplar, of a life lived wholly for Abba 

– Truly, our ‘divinely’ human DESTINY ! 

 

This destiny, offered us, is a TRI-PERSONAL one : 

With Abba, God who FATHERS US … as our creating Presence, 

With Jesus, God who BROTHERS US … as our companioning Presence, 

With the Spirit, God who INTEGRATES US … as our enabling Presence . 

Indeed, the Spirit enables our Destiny TO BE 

… Not only this humanly fulfilling, threefold intimacy with God, 

But an ever-deepening, integrating experience 

Of our Fellowship … with God-as-Family . 

 

Such a Destiny, experienced NOW, as grace, 

Has a wondrous, integrating effect on the WHOLE of our life : 

… SUFFUSING every heart-movement of our reality 

With a HOMEING INSTINCT ; 

… CENTERING our often fickle hearts, at all times, 

Within Christ’s own human, heaven-focussed heart ; 

… ALIGNING all our goals, all our endeavours 

On the ONE goal of the Kingdom – present now, still to come ; 

… DRAWING us, enabling us, gracing us 

To bring these goals together, into the one focus ; 

… ENLIGHTENING our conscience, to envision the moral choices needed 

To orientate all our life-choices with our Destiny ; 

… GALVANIZING us, as sons and daughters of Destiny, 
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To sacrifice all – to draw others to this one, glorious Gift ; 

… EMPOWERING us through the Mystery of Eucharist, 

To celebrate together, our Destiny – already present, yet to come, IN CHRIST. 

 

If, on the contrary, our destiny is a SELF-SET GOAL … 

Then destiny’s ultimate focus can never be THE OTHER/other, 

But rather, the focus of accumulative self-effort 

 … One’s SELF . 

By choice, it is a focus divorced from the Divine Other, 

And thus, divorced from all cREATIVE relating . 

Ultimately, there can be no real orientation for such a life, 

Because the stated GOAL of one’s endeavours 

Is where one BEGINS – the SELF 

… A futile quest indeed ! 

Ultimately also, there can be no life-enhancement possible 

… Because, if the oft-desired goal is OUR humanity, 

The goal, as a self-set one, 

Is inevitably reducible to MY humanity ! 

 

Indeed, a shared, communal humanity is only possible 

When the self is transcended : 

When we are drawn out of our selves 

By God, OUR DESTINY, 

Who draws us TOGETHER, for Fellowship . 
 

________________________________ 

1 Poem 1090, Year 14 of Prayer Ministry, Wooloowin Community, August 2012. 

2 Acts 17:28 
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Poem 1091    

The Seven Depthings of Love   1 

 

We owe love to each other 

Because we are of the same kind 

… Ultimately, kin to all humankind . 

In our INITIAL experience of love, 

Attraction … to each other, 

Or, community-wise … to whom-we-are-together, 

Powerfully stimulates and enhances 

Possibilities for growth, union and creativity. 

This attraction opens each, and all, 

To a deeper experience, and expressiveness, 

Of our SHARED humanity . 

 

Sin dampens, restricts, even suffocates 

This human urge to love . 

Indeed, sin despoils our loving nature itself, 

Closing us in on the self 

… So that all our relating increasingly becomes 

Expressions of self-affirmation 

… Ultimately, sinking into a morass of self-absorption . 

Thus the less we love, the more sin closes doors to others, 

Moving us to refuse invitations 

To walk in the sunshine of OTHERS’ giftedness ! 
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Indeed, it is primarily OTHERS’ amazing potential 

That OPENS US to the glory of a SHARED humanity . 

 

 

Love is a stranger to no one : 

Where hearts stay open, love follows … 

Gently knocking at our heart’s door, 

Presenting an array of faces to us 

–As, over a lifetime, we open the door 

To the smiles and open arms of a multitude . 

Thus … happy for love to enter our home 

– At this initial depthing –  

Love allows us to TRANSCEND the self, 

And opens us to the other’s presence . 

 

._____________. 

 

This delight of being loved, and of loving, 

Moves us, in the second depthing of love, 

To experientially discover 

That love has a RHYTHM, 

That love … EVOLVES, that love … ever DRAWS us on . 

Because we love to re-experience the magic of love, 

A truer, deeper love emerges, always, from any earlier love . 
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Moreover, however wholeheartedly we engage in love, 

Love ever more deeply engages us 

– Deepening the rhythm 

… BETWEEN what is special in each, 

With what weds hearts together . 

Thus, while each lover distinguishes themselves in the GIVING, 

It is in the RECEIVING that, together, they express their unity . 

 

Within this reciprocal flow of giving and receiving, 

The two hearts gradually co-align, and then coalesce . 

Still, at this second depthing of love, 

The motivation for being together 

Remains the singular attractiveness of the other 

… Simple or subtle, luminous or layered, though it be . 

For now, the ecstasy of union, rests on the unique wonder of the other . 

Love, here, is life-enhancing . 

 

.____________. 

 

Within the third depthing of love, 

If we have the courage to remain OPEN to the other, 

The love between us 

… Love itself … 

Draws us into unity : 

Both integrating each individual PERSON 

… Re-configuring, orientating each one’s heart … 
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Before transforming their common desire for harmony 

Into a MUTUAL relationship . 

Here, the initial generosity in “giving myself”  

Is replaced by a focus on the good of the other 

– A simultaneous surrender of self to each other . 

 

Such mutual giving is life-integrative : 

Two lives are now BECOMING one ; 

The two poles of the relationship 

Come to have but one focus … one centre 

… One energy that seems to “complete” them 

Love itself . 

.___________. 

 

Within the fourth depthing of love, 

If we are gracious – remaining open to love’s possibilities, 

‘ Love itself ’  

May assume a personal face, and resolve into an inviting Presence 

Between us 

So we sense, that in being “DRAWN”, 

We are drawn, really personally, by Love, 

Drawn into Love’s own Mystery, 

Drawn into Love’s creative centre 

Where love, becomes life-productive 

… Where a child of a mutual love 

Truly is Love’s child as well . 
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Here, “two” does not “become three” 

– But ONE, within our fellowship with Love 

… Where our love’s child 

Is the very image of The Child of Love 

Fathered into a Fellowship 

Whose very Spirit is Love.  

Here, Love buds within us AS FAMILY . 

 

Within this fourth depthing, 

Any movement of true love 

Within any relationship, any group, 

Is equally gifted with this divinely personal Presence 

… From which flows forth Life, forming families of love . 

Thus, Love become co-creative of our future together, 

Suffusing all within an encompassing Fellowship . 

.____________. 

 

Within the fifth depthing of love 

Love leads us, 

In family-like groupings, 

Into a fellowship of love-relationships, 

Where all mature, and bear fruit together 

– Just as one swathe of flowers-in-bloom 

Can chemically trigger 

Neighbouring groups to blossom together with them 

… In a splendour of colour, fragrance, and fruitfulness ! 
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This deep reality of love 

Is that all those who love 

Are GATHERED by a PRESENCE . 

Similarly, just as lovers of God are CHURCHED, 

So those who are faithful-in-love, are EN-PERSONED, IN CHRIST . 

Our experiences of love 

Thus become, essentially, deeply COMMUNAL 

– Yet wondrously PERSONAL, IN Christ ! 

 

We are drawn out of the experience of “we’re-in-love”, 

Into the love of “Who-we-are-together” IN Christ 

… Where love becomes COMMUNION . 

Here … hearts are stilled together : 

Breathing IN the exhilarating joy of coming together, IN Christ, 

And breathing FORTH the fragrance of the Peace 

Of ‘children,’ at rest together … within the enfolding arms of their Father . 

 

 

Thus, in this fifth depthing of love, 

Communion ITSELF becomes 

The joy and peace of the lives of all involved 

 For whom, Love is “all in all” !   2 

Here, our love is ‘filled to overflowing’  

With the very LIFE of Love Eternal ! 

.______________. 
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Within the sixth depthing of love, 

The Fellowship of Love 

Draws us into a love, that is pervasively Paschal 

… Drawing all our experiences of love 

Into the heart of the Paschal Mystery . 

 

Here our love becomes profoundly SACRIFICIAL 

… A pouring forth of suffering love 

For the many families of our heart . 

 It also is profoundly OPEN TO ALL LIFE 

… Being deeply receptive to Life 

At all levels of Abba’s Easter Outpouring . 

Thus with deepening reverence we lovingly radiate 

The Father of Life’s bounty, to all  

– And being,  profoundly OPEN TO LOVE, 

We become, ever more deeply receptive 

To Abba’s Loving Embrace of our Christened humanity, 

We simultaneously offer a rapturous homecoming welcome 

 Lovingly, to all others, in the Ascended Christ . 

Here Love enables true Paschal Receiving and Giving ! 

.___________. 

 

Within the seventh depthing of love, 

With lives suffused with Paschal Love … 

Our hearts wondrously en-Spirited … 

Bathed in the Radiant Spirit of Jesus Ascended … 
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We experience 

Being loved … TOGETHER ! 

In response, we become ever more loving together … 

As we are drawn into the deepest Reality 

Of becoming … 

GIVERS of the Spirit of Love ! 

Here, Love is Life-as-Mystery … 

 

We en-Spirit those others, with whom we are TOGETHER 

For we are possessed by Love’s Spirit, TOGETHER 

… Receiving the Spirit, TOGETHER ! 

… Bestowing the Spirit, TOGETHER ! 

Thus TOGETHERED, in the Spirit of Love, 

Our lives become 

A Eucharist 

… Celebrating Love 

… Worshipping Love 

… Glorifying Love 

– As God, loves God, in God 

Three Together ! 

Together One ! 

 

_________________________________ 

1 Poem 1091, Year 14 of Prayer Ministry, Wooloowin Community, September 2012. 

2 1Cor 15:28 
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Poem 1092    

Bathe Us in Your Wondrous Light   *   1 

 

   (To Abba)                                                                        (very slow) 

 

O Bathe us in Your Light … 

O Bathe us in Your Light ! 

O Bathe us in … Your Light of Love 

–Of Incandescent Love ! 

… A Light, SO pure  

A Light, SO strong 

A Light, wholly Divine ! 

O Bathe us in …Your Wondrous Light ! 

Your Wondrous Light of Love … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

1 Poem 1092, 30 Day Retreat, Lawson in Blue Mountains, October 1 2012,  Day 1. 

NOTE: With my long-term Spiritual Director for my annual retreats, Sister Yvonne Parker. 

* Meant to be sung.  Tune – author’s own. 

I made up the music and lyrics, while driving post-dawn, from Coffs Harbour to Lawson, on the day before my Retreat. 

 Subsequently, the Poems  focus became the THEME of the 30DAY RETREAT. 
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Poem 1093     

Drawn Beyond   1
 

 

 

Our sense of being possessed by God 

Is a moment of “ec-stasis” 

… Of standing beyond oneself … 

Of being swept up into the Light beyond … within, 

Of being immersed in Divine Tenderness, 

Of being DRAWN by Abba’s own Spirit, 

Being drawn beyond our own tremulous spirit 

…  Coming alive, within the wonder of Christ’s Ascended spirit  

– In His New Humanity, overflowing with Abba’s Paschal Presence ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

1 Poem 1093, 30 Day Retreat, Lawson in Blue Mountains, October 2012, Day 1. 
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Poem 1094       

Swept Up into the Light   1 

 

 

Strolling into “ Maria Tal’s” sunlit, gorge-side garden,   2 

I was deluged with light 

… As it cascaded through high eucalypts and pines, 

Splaying onto the shining spring grass 

… And, seemingly, ricocheting 

From some cherry blossoms, onto nearby azaleas blooms, 

 … Before highlighting the Paschal glory 

Of the many blood-steeped telopeas !  

Contrastingly … as I stepped past a blue-flecked mint bush, 

A gliding sheen of brown, snaked into the shade … 

 

Above, the crown of each tall tree was umbrelled in blue 

– A blue, so eager, it pressed earthwards through the branches, 

Strewing sparkles of sky on the mottled shade below, 

… On the blue bells and violets 

Around my feet 

… And bejewelling some water beads 

Clinging to small lush cushions of moss .  
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Out in the open again, I was saturated with sunshine . 

It washed into my soul, 

Suffusing it with warming light, 

Drawing me up and out of myself, 

Prising open my very spirit, 

Inviting me to yield to its allure 

– As it flowed, fast and free, within … 

Drawing me ! Uplifting me ! Freeing me ! 

Sweeping me into the Light 

– A Radiance WITHIN –  

Into its depthless embrace … 

There, to be encompassed in the Arms of Love ! 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

1 Poem 1094, 30 Day Retreat, Lawson in Blue Mountains, October 2 2012, Day 2. 

2 “Maria Tal” was my retreat cottage, at Wentworth Falls – owned by the Good Samaritan Sisters. 
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Poem 1095    

The Wellspring of All Blessings   1 

 

“No one who looks back, is fit for the kingdom of God”.   (Lk 9:62) 

 

In darting some furtive glances ‘back’ … 

To re-experience our self-focussed PAST, 

We frequently lose contact with Abba’s hand, holding ours … 

We call out, “Abba, where, are you ?  We’re here, Abba !” 

O Abba, it’s YOUR VOICE that first reaches us : 

“Journey into your heart … 

I AM here, to hold you … 

Remember, when we’ve walked together, … 

 So, keep watch within your heart, always …   2 

Feel My Presence … 

What for you, sometimes reduces to a glimmer, 

Can, with loving faith in Me, 

Brighten, into the luminous fullness   3 

Of being brother or sister 

To the Beloved of earth and heaven 

… Whose Breath of Love 

Is yours to breathe 

… So you can feel 

Our Breath 

Within yours !”  
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“ O Abba!  In this wondrous moment of Your Embrace 

– As You enfold our, and Your Beloved’s, humanity –  

You breathe forth Your Love, together, 

Releasing in us, IN Jesus Ascended, 

‘ The wellspring of all blessings’    4 

The Spirit ! 

 

This Wellspring, 

This Spirit of Paschal Enrapture, 

Is the Spirit of Your Most Open-hearted Son 

At home in Your Arms of Love 

– His Heart, within Your Heart … 

One Breathing … 

One Pulse of Love … 

One Shared Silence 

– OURS, to share !”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

1 Poem 1095, 30 Day Retreat, Lawson in Blue Mountains, October 3 2012, Day 3. 

2 Prov 4:23  3 Prov 4:18  4 Offertory Prayer, Wednesday 26
th

 Week of the Year. 
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Poem 1096   

Two Occasions of Grace … Become One   1 

 

My first personal sense of God 

Came on a Warwick spring morning, in 1947, when I was three . 

I lay on the grass with Marce, my one year old sister 

… Lying on our backs under our backyard apple tree, 

… Gazing up at its blossoms, floating in a sky of blue . 

 

We lay there long enough … 

For a petal to float on us … from above … 

As we giggled with excitement ! 

I remember saying to myself 

“God might let some more fall  “on us”  

… Yes, but not that morning . 

For me, God was in the blue sky, 

In the white blossoms … and, WITH US, as together, 

We hoped … for more floating petals . 

 

Sixty five years later, 

On a 2012 Leura spring early afternoon, 

I lay on the grass, under a cherry tree, 

One of a row, on an extended traffic island 

Running down Leura’s main street 

… Lying there with Abba … 

Eating some hot chips, 

Gazing up at the luminously pink flowering branches, 

Bursting with extravagant double blooms ! 
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The quickening Spirit, keen to enhance our joy, 

Was busy ruffling the cherry blooms 

… With teasing suggestions of a breeze, 

And lovingly animating the chatter of other people 

… Equally excited by the blossoms . 

 

As I lay there, the Spirit seemed to move me, personally, 

To inhale the Mystery of that moment : 

 In both the sun’s scintillating presence 

Dancing through the leaves and the blossoms 

… And the company of other shade-lovers, 

Entranced by the umbrella of pink . 

 

I sensed 

Abba now lay with me . 

… One with His Beloved on the grass … 

As we admired the Spirit’s enlivening handiwork  

– In wedding two occasions of grace, for me, 

Into a singular source of joy ! 

 

Was Abba prompting me to integrate 

The wonder and simplicity of my childhood spirit 

Into my 69 year old’s life ? 

It seemed certain . 

 

 

_____________________________ 

1 Poem 1096, 30 Day Retreat, Lawson in Blue Mountains, October 4 2012, Day 4. 
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Poem 1097     

Singing Our Heart-Song   1
 

 

O Abba, Your Grace breathed into my/our life today, 

Coming to rest, feather-soft, 

BETWEEN Your lips of love … and ours, in Christ . 

The Breath of Your Grace 

Gently breathed back and forth 

Is the Enabling Grace 

… Of Your longing to CREATE, 

… Of Your urge to FATHER LIFE, 

… Of Your yearning to WELCOME US 

Home to Your heart . 

 

Accompanying this Grace 

 And resonating softly within our hearts … 

Your Spirit-Song sublime, becomes within us, 

Our own spirit-song … The music of hearts in love, 

… Singing a song with all who sing 

Of the beauty of Your Love ! And of Your love of Beauty ! 

 

To give voice to Your Heart-Song, Abba, 

Is to range from a simple, tuneful murmur 

… Even a baby’s trill of delight … 

To an exhilarated anthem of thanks, 

Or to a Symphonic Ecstasy if Praise ! 
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Yet. Within all, and through all … 

This truest, most heartfelt song, always, 

Sings forth our love for You, in  JESUS ASCENDED ! 

Thus, with our spirits uplifted 

By the Ascended Jesus’ soaring, cosmic God-Song, 

We feel our hearts resonate 

Some sense 

Of the be-dazzling beauty of Your Love, O Abba ! 

As I wrote this, on a pleasantly breezy patio, 

Abba’s passionate, near-overwhelming response 

Was to send 

Rushing, whirling SURGES of wind 

… Building to crescendos, swirling the tree-tops nearby . 

Your charismatic Spirit-Wind was clearly 

At play with me 

… Delighting, buffeting me ! 

 

The surrounding treescape 

Became a whirling encompassing windscape 

– Galvanizing my very soul ! 

It truly was a hint of the elation 

Of our thrilling Spirit’s  

Cosmic Song of Love 

Accompanying the Dance of Divine Life ! 

 

_______________________________ 

1 Poem 1097, 30 Day Retreat, Lawson in Blue Mountains, October 5 2012, Day 5. 
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Poem 1098     

The Beauty of Love   1 
 

To love another, is to en-beauty that person, 

And thus, dignify them … enhancing their humanity . 

To be loved by another, is to be en-beautied, 

And thus, dignified … with one’s humanity enhanced . 

 

Such loving mutuality –  

En-beauties the friendship, 

Dignifies the union, 

And deepens their humanity 

… Readying them 

For the Fellowship of God’s limitless love IN Christ . 

 

Thus, to be loved by God, 

Is to be en-beautied with Christ’s Divine Beauty, 

And with the unsurpassable GRACED dignity 

Of the Paschal Jesus’ New Humanity . 

To love God, 

Is to glorify God 

With a beautiful life of Christ-like love 

… To dwell IN THE Person of Jesus Risen and Ascended 

… To be embraced by the Father of All Life  

In Their Spirit, 

Who enables ALL that is of God . 

________________________________ 

1 Poem 1098, 30 Day Retreat, Lawson in Blue Mountains, October 6 2012, Day 6. 
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Poem 1099    

Beauty Dwells, Without, and Within   1 

 

PREAMBLE 

Beauty without, awakens the heart : 

PAINTED art does so, through the interplay of light on colours  

– Such that the colours’ variation, mixing, and ‘movement’ 

Encapsulate the essential EMOTIONS 

Which the artist’s own heart bring to the subject . 

 

 

SCULPTED art claims a place WITHIN OUR SPACE 

… Be that our private personal space, or that of the environs we’ve entered … 

Awakening the heart 

–Through the positioning, in these contexts 

Of its own lines, focal spaces and simple mass. 

Up close, our hearts are awakened 

Through engaging with its constituent elements, its texture, and feel 

… All of which, together, encapsulate the essential emotions 

Which the artist’s own heart brings to the subject . 

 

 

FILM AND DIGITAL art awakens hearts – often communally, 

Through the interplay of multiple techniques of light imagery 

… Especially, through its key usages 

Of colour, contrast, focal length, timing, blending and repetition . 
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Its almost universal use 

Of the human voice, music, and other sound techniques, 

Very commonly intensifies the sequence of emotions 

Which the contributing artists’ own hearts 

Bring to their evolving subject . 

 

DANCE art distinctively centres on the PERFORMING human persons  

– Both as the key artists, and as a key focus of the evolving subject . 

Dancers, alone or together, awaken hearts 

… Mostly, through stylized human movements . 

They do this, overwhelmingly, in communion with music … 

Whereby the dancers moving to music encapsulate the desired emotions 

Which the composer, choreographer, dancers and other artists 

Together, bring to their evolving subject . 

 

Music, as art, awakens the heart 

– Either in itself, or in concert with many other art forms –  

Through the interplay of sounds 

… Commonly from an array of instruments, including the human voice . 

It is the INTERPLAY of sounds, itself, that encapsulates the essential emotions . 

Only sometimes, in music, is a SUBJECT 

Supplied for consideration . 

Thus, it is often the musician’s own emotion 

That is the key to awakening hearts to beauty . 

If the musician is also the composer, 

A more seamless art-form emerges . 
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Almost universally, MUSIC has the pronounced capacity 

To be wedded to human MEMORY 

… Critically so, for music’s often mass audiences ; 

And, for a decidedly high majority of human beings, 

Music has a particularly intense capacity 

To be “cross wired” with key personal events or beliefs 

… In a more AVAILABLE way, than other art forms . 

 

VOCAL MUSIC, more emphatically personalizes and intensifies, 

The emotional impacts, on both singers and listeners 

… Such that, listeners readily relate to singers in a surprisingly personal way  

… Sometimes even identifying with them. 

 

POETIC art blooms primarily WITHIN one’s imagination 

 … Be that of the poet, or of the listeners or readers 

– Specifically, so an EVOCATIVE process may flourish 

Meanwhile, externally, the words of the poem, whether spoken or written 

Seem like flower buds, WAITING to open . 

Poetry, expressively read aloud, and perhaps, acted out, 

Allows for an in-between dynamic to impact on the reader/listener 

… Between budding and full blooming . 
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Like other art forms, poetry’s primary impact 

Is through the poet’s own emotions ; 

And some poetry, put to music, can memorably intensify 

The singer’s or listener’s emotions . 

UNLIKE other art forms, explicit MEANINGS are, offered at times 

… Seeking to clarify, or to differentiate, 

The sequence of emotions 

That the poet experiences . 

 Yet, the focus is not on the intellect, 

But on intelligible EMOTIONS 

… In a wholistic appreciation of BEAUTY . 

 

 

POETRY is, thus, the summoning of emotions, personally experienced, 

And then expressed, through the wordsmith’s art 

… So as to set others’ imagination, and feelings ALIGHT ! 

The poet employs rhythm, sound, word positioning and especially imagery and metaphor 

To achieve the effects desired . 

 

 

THE REFLECTION. 

 

For our hearts to be awoken by beauty, without, 

And for us, then, to treasure beauty, within, 

The interplay of emotions present 

Needs to SIGNIFICANTLY engage us . 
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We discern this threshold of beauty experientially, 

Because, in our past, the specific INTERPLAY 

Of what was good, true, and harmonious, 

In such emotions 

– In OUR perception –  

DELIGHTED or CAPTIVATED us ! 

 

This personalized PERCEPTION 

Of what is beautiful, 

Is something natural 

And is shared by most people . 

Beyond this shared perception … 

Lie numerous nuances and qualifications . 

 

 

Thus, ultimately, beauty within, has a shared emotional foundation 

– Which, while not specifically intellectual, 

Is INTELLIGIBLE, 

And while not specifically dependent on choice 

Is OPEN TO CHOICE, 

And while it does not specifically unite all the elements involved, 

It MOSTLY BRINGS THEM INTO HARMONY . 

 

When beauty, without, 

Is artfully mirrored, within, through such a process 

 … Within what is at heart, an essentially HUMAN context … 
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What of such beauty, when it is suffused 

With the Presence of God, in the participants’ lives ? 

We do not have to IMAGINE this transformation : 

The One who is Love is ALL-BEAUTIFUL, and EN-BEAUTIES ALL 

– Most discernibly those who are OPEN TO LOVE ! 

 

Thus, that set of emotions 

Which are humanly awoken in us 

… By beautiful earthscapes, by beautiful art, 

And, especially, by beautiful lives, 

Is now set alight by God’s own wondrous Beauty, 

So that, indwelt by God, we become “God’s work of art”!   2 

 

These emotions now move us FROM our ‘being delighted’ or ‘captivated’ 

… To being transformed by God’s Beauty 

– Mostly, through the lives of Godly people . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

1 Poem 1099, 30 Day Retreat, Lawson in Blue Mountains, October 7 2012, Day 7. 

2 Eph 2:10 
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